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How is the Bus of Hope helping 
residents on the new Newbury 
Racecourse development? 

See page 7 
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Meeting Her Majesty in Windsor 



by Jo Duckies 

THE sun came out as the Royal car pulled 
up for the start of the Queens birthday 
tour of Windsor. 

Crowds had lined the streets, some 
sleeping out all night to get a ‘front- 
row’ place to see Queen Elizabeth II 
and the Duke of Edinburgh. The Mayor 
of Windsor, Cllr Eileen Quick, and her 
husband, the Revd John Quick, a member 
of the Windsor Team Ministry, escorted 
the Queen and Prince Philip throughout 
the day, along with the Lord Lieutenant of 
Berkshire, James Puxley. 

The celebration on 21 April marked 
the Queen’s real birthday. Nationally the 
festivities are continuing throughout 
May and June, including on 11 June, her 
official birthday. 

Eileen said: “When Prince Philip arrived 
he asked us whether we had organised the 
weather as the sun had come out. He asked 
John why he wasn’t wearing a dog collar, 
and where he ministered.” At the Guildhall 
the Queen was presented with a gift from 
the town - four corgi and dorgi coats. 

“She was so delighted with them, it was 
lovely. She laughed and her eyes lit up. She 
was introduced to the councillor who had 
done the embroidery for us.” 

The next part of the day was presenting 
20 90 -year- olds from the Royal Borough 
of Maidenhead and Windsor to the Queen, 
before young people sang and Nadiya 
Hussain from the BBC’s Great British Bake- 
off gave her a birthday cake. 

“Everyone really enjoyed themselves. We 
ordered 20 copies of the Bible Society’s The 
Servant Queen and the King She Serves to 
give to the 90-year-olds. The foreword was 
written by the Queen and is full of lovely 
moments from her reign.” 


John was privileged to be one of those 
to set off one of the Cannons for the 21 
Cannon Salute “Children and people with 
birthdays were asked to do the rest,” 
said Eileen. “That evening John and I 
were presented to Her Majesty again 
with Prince Philip, Prince Charles and 
the Duchess of Cornwall. ” The Royal 
entourage had returned for the lighting 
of the first of 900 birthday Beacons that 
were due to be lit around the country. It 
was such a lovely day. Her Majesty and the 


Duke were happy, the crowds were ecstatic. 
I couldn’t count the many bunches of 
flowers and gifts that were passed over 
from visitors.” 

The Queen’s real birthday, on April 
21 st , prompted parties, services and 
celebrations across the UK. These 
continued with a birthday party from 
12 to 15 May at Windsor Castle www. 
hmq90.co.uk The party, attended each 
evening by a member of the Royal Family, 
with the Queen being present on the last 


evening, was set to provide a 90 minute 
spectacular celebration of her life, her 
love of horses, her dedication to the 
Commonwealth and international affairs 
and her deep involvement with the Navy, 
Army and Air Force. It was the only time 
in the year the public were allowed into 
the castle grounds. 

For more photos from celebrations 
across this Diocese see pages eight 
and nine. For details of forthcoming 
celebrations see the Doorpost. 
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News 


Aylesbury Christians find hope in South Sudan and Uganda 


A TEAM from Holy Trinity Ayles- 
bury returned from a visit to 
mission partners in South Sudan 
and Uganda with stories of hos- 
pitality, faith and hope despite 
the impact of severe poverty and 
continuing armed struggles. 

Holy Trinity began its 
relationship with the Diocese of 
Kajo-Keji in South Sudan when 
church members gave money 
tithed from donations to their 
own building project to help fund 
a new cathedral building, solar 
power projects and a medical 
centre. 

A team led by the Vicar, the 
Revd Canon Andrew Blyth, 
visited the diocese in 2011 as 
special guests at the consecration 
of the cathedral. For this second 
trip, the team were invited by 
Bishop Anthony Poggo to run 


a leadership conference for his 
clergy and lay leaders. “We 
looked at the example of Bible 
leaders including Nehemiah and 
Deborah and shared some of our 
experiences of mission in the UK. 
It was inspiring to pray with such 
faithful people and to be able to 
pass on prophecies and words of 
encouragement which God gave 
through our team of intercessors 
in the UK,” said Andrew. 

They also visited schools and 
an orphanage supported by the 
Diocese. In Uganda they visited 
potential new mission partners. 
At St Stephens, Kisugu, Kampala 
they accompanied outreach 
workers to visit and pray with 
women and families living in the 
slums. The parish runs worship 
services and Bible groups as well 


Enter the Cookham poetry contest 


as supporting families with food, 
education and health. 

Holy Trinity team member 
Ali Wheeler said: “Standing in a 
one room shack no bigger than 
a typical family bathroom in 
the UK we were all challenged 
about how much we take for 
granted in our everyday lives. It 
was humbling to see God using 
our fairly feeble prayers as a 
blessing to them. One of the 
outreach workers told us: ‘They 
are praising God that he has 
sent you to encourage them.’” 
Andrew added: “We want our 
partnerships to be much more 
than just giving money. We have 
so much to learn about faith and 
discipleship through building 
relationships with Christians in 
other parts of the world.” 


Cakes for newbies at Montague Park 



THE Cookham Festival has 
announced the launch of a 
major new poetry competition 
to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary. 

Working in collaboration with 
the Stanley Spencer Gallery in 
Cookham, Reading University 
and the Two Rivers Press, the 
new competition is open to 
anyone over 18. Poems must 
be composed in English, or a 
recognised dialect of English 
and based on a theme related to 
Stanley Spencer. 

The winner will receive a 
cash prize of £2,500 with two 
runners-up receiving £500 each. 

The Thames side of Cookham 
village in Berkshire, was the 
home and inspiration for the 


painter, Sir Stanley Spencer. The 
village also provides inspiration 
for the biennial Cookham 
Festival, which was founded 
in 1967. Festival Chairman, 
Malcolm Stork, said: “This is 
the first time that we have 
commissioned new poetry 
and we feel that the Festival’s 
Golden Anniversary is a 
wonderful opportunity to create 
a literary tribute to Stanley 
Spencer.” The prize winners 
will be announced at an awards 
ceremony at the gallery on 19 
May 2017. The Two Rivers Press 
will publish an anthology of the 
poems selected for the judges’ 
shortlist. 

For more information see 
www. cookhamf estival, org. 
uk. 



HOME made cakes are being delivered 
to residents as they settle into their new 
houses on Wokingham's new Montague 
Park, and other developments in the area. 

Volunteers from Churches Together in 
Wokingham are sharing their skills and 
gifts as some are doing the baking while 
others are delivering the cakes to welcome 
new residents to the area. They also deliver 
a postcard that includes details of the 
town's churches, and a leaflet from Wok- 
ingham Borough Council letting people 
know where their nearest shops, doctors 
surgeries are, when their bins are emptied 
and other important information. 

"We delivered homemade cakes to at least 40 new houses on Saturday," said the Revd Anna Harwood, 
of All Saints Church in Wokingham. "There are many new homes planned just in our parish. We are calling 
it Cake Bombing. Churches Together in Wokingham decided the only way to do this was to get together 
so we are working together to cover the many new homes. We just deliver the cake with a smile and a 
friendly greeting saying Welcome to Wokingham. 

For more stories on how churches are responding to new communities see the Around the Archdeacon- 
ries feature on page seven . 


UK Church leaders encourage persecuted Christians in Nigeria 


OXFORDSHIRE -based charity 
Open Doors UK & Ireland 
recently took a team from the UK 
to Nigeria to offer support and 
encouragement to persecuted 
Christians. 

Nigeria is number 12 on the 
Open Doors 2016 World Watch 
List, the ranking of the countries 
where persecution against 
Christians is the worst. Open 
Doors researchers estimate 
that over 4,000 Christians 
were killed for their faith in 
Nigeria in 2015 alone; they are 
frequently the target of Islamic 
extremist groups such as Boko 
Haram and Fulani herdsmen, 
and face discrimination in the 
12 northern states that have 
adopted Islamic law. 



The team from the UK, made 
up of UK church leaders and 
Open Doors staff, including the 
President of Open Doors UK 
& Ireland Eddie Lyle, were able 
to distribute vital aid such as 
food and financial support to 
Nigerian Christians and church 
leaders, as well as providing 
spiritual support such as Bibles 
and Christian books. The team 
also spent time with persecuted 
believers, hearing their stories, 
praying with them and offering 
them encouragement. 

“. . . their joy, their 
worship was 
infectious...” 

On one of their visits, the 
group went to a refugee camp 
where around 7,500 internally 
displaced people were staying. 
Most of them had been forced to 
flee their homes in Gwoza when 
it was taken over by Boko Haram 
militants. “They weren’t living 
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President of Open Doors UK & Ireland Eddie Lyle gives out Bibles to children in 
a camp for displaced people 


in brilliant conditions, but 
their joy, their worship, was 
infectious,” says Roger, an 
Open Doors staff member. 
“Some of these people have 
been through horrendous 
experiences.” 

On another visit, Eddie 
was able to pray with a 
woman called Angela; at 
just 25, she was widowed 
when Boko Haram militants 
killed her husband, leaving 
her to care for their three 
children alone. Eddie says, 
“These are the type of 
people we’re supporting, 
praying for and advocating 
for.” 

The team also delivered 
messages of support 
written by Christians 
in the UK for persecuted 
Nigerian believers. “You 
could see them reading these 
letters of encouragement and 
saying ‘God has just spoken to 
me through this’. Those words 
of encouragement meant a huge 
amount,” Eddie says. 


For Roger, the highlight of the 
trip was visiting land which will 
be used by Open Doors partners 
to build a trauma care centre 
for the victims of persecution, 
as well as a place where church 


leaders can be trained in trauma 
care. “To be able to stand on that 
ground and know that the Lord 
is going to do a mighty work 
with it, was just an amazing 
experience.” 



News 


Introducing our new Archdeacon 


THE new Archdeacon of 
Buckingham is to be Canon 
Guy Elsmore (right). Guy is 
currently Area Dean of Toxteth 
and Wavertree in the City of 
Liverpool, and Rector of St 
Luke in the City Team Ministry 
(St Bride’s, St Michaels and St 
Dunstan’s). Guy is also a non 
residentiary Canon of Liverpool 
Cathedral. 

Guy was born and brought up 
in Sutton Coldfield and studied 
physics at the University of 
Edinburgh. After graduation he 
worked with the homeless in 
the centre of Liverpool before 
training for ordination at Ridley 
Hall. Returning to the Diocese 
of Liverpool, he served as curate 
at St Michaels, Huyton and 
then as vicar of the shared RC/C 
of E parish of St Basil and All 
Saints in Widnes, where he also 
became Area Dean. 

Guy has experience of planting 
and leading new congregations 
and of relaunching existing 
congregations to enable growth. 
He has worked for many 
years as an on-call assistant 
chaplain at Liverpool Womens 
Hospital and is involved in 
several community projects and 
charities. He is a novice member 
of the third order of the society 
of St Francis (TSSF) and is 
General Secretary of Modern 
Church. He has written articles 
on Christian Disagreement and 
on Church Growth. 

Guy is married to Petra, also 
a priest and currently working 
as a chaplain. He has five 
children, the older three away at 
University and the two youngest 
still at home. His youngest son 
is severely autistic and Guy is 
deeply involved in his therapy 
and education. His recreations 
include cooking, pilgrimage 



walks and playing the piano. 

The Bishop of Buckingham, 
the Rt Revd Dr Alan Wilson, 
said: “Everyone who met Guy 
at interview was struck by 
his outstanding facilitating 
and creative gifts, theological 
acumen and approachability, 
and I am sure he will be a great 
resource to our Diocese and 
Area as we face the considerable 
challenges to come. I am vastly 
looking forward to Guy joining 
us in the summer.” 

Guy said: “I am looking 
forward to joining the Team in 
the Buckingham Area as your 
new Archdeacon. I am looking 
forward to meeting everyone 
and to listening, thinking and 
praying with you about the 
challenges of the future. I like 
the fact that the word Deacon - 
or servant - is there in the job 
title and for me, that’s the right 
place to start. I look forward 
to joining you in ministry and 
mission in Buckingham.” 


w w w.oxf o rd .a n g I i ca n . 
org/new-archdeacon-of- 
buckingham-announced/ 
fora video of Guy. 


All aboard the new library bus 




A LIBRARY 
with a 
difference is 


encouraging 
children at 
St Francis 
CE Primary 
School in 
Oxford to enjoy 
reading. The 
re-fitted bus 
was donated 
to the school 
by the Oxford 
Bus Company. 

It features 
original artwork produced by 
pupils. Among the supporters 
of the project is Blackwells 
Bookshop in Oxford, which is 
matching every book bought for 
the new library with another 
brand new book. 


Teacher, Lucy Crick, said: “Not 
having the space for a proper 
library has been a challenge for 
St Francis for many years. The 


Library bus has not just solved 
this problem, but is giving 
children of all ages the chance 
to get excited about reading.” 


Watch the newly re-fitted 
bus roll into the school 
yard at http://tinyurl.com/ 
zb7u9z6 


Shop in a church in "Rural Oscars" final 


WHEN Sam Moore suggested 
running a village shop in a 
Berkshire church she had no idea 
the endeavour would end up in the 
final of a competition known as 
the “Rural Oscars”. 

So, after three years of the 
Village Shop at Beech Hill being 
based in St Mary the Virgin 
Church, Sam and her colleague, 
Jude Cress well, were delighted 
that customers had nominated 
them for the 2015 Countryside 
Alliance Awards. 

Sam (pictured right) and 
Jude travelled to the Houses of 
Parliament after the shop was 
named as one of 13 finalists out of 
4,500 nominations. While they did 
not win, they were still excited by 
doing so well in a national contest. 
On their return from London 
they were greeted by villagers who 
organised a celebration for them. 

Sam said: ”It felt amazing as the 
nomination was from customers 
contacting the Countryside 
Alliance. We didn’t see the 
nominations but whatever they 
said must have been really nice.” 
Sam spoke to the Door as she was 
serving customers. “It is really 
nice to know that we are doing the 
right thing.” 


The shop opens 
every Monday to 
Saturday and on 
Sundays is shut 
away in cabinets. 
The counters are 
on wheels and 
can be taken away 
so that St Mary’s 
can be turned 
back into a church 
for worship on 
Sundays. 

“We sell all the 
staples, milk, 
bread and as much 
local produce as 
possible,” said 
Sam. 




The Revd Paul 
Willis, the Vicar 
of the Loddon 
Reach Benefice, 
said: “Very much 
an inspired vision, 
the advent of 
the shop means that the church 
is open seven-days-a -week, a 
hub for physical and spiritual 
nourishment and pastoral 
care, church and shop a unified 
expression of God’s loving 
presence in the village. Sam, Jude 
and volunteers deserve all of the 
accolades that come their way.” 


http:// 

thevillageshopatbeechhill. 

co.uk/joomla30/ 


Berks teacher's advice on relaxing before SATS goes viral 

HOMEWORK set by a Berkshire teacher encouraging children to smile, eat ice cream and play as exam 
preparation has gone viral on the Internet as well as gaining coverage in the national media. 

Rest, see friends and go for a swim or a walk were all on the list of thing Mrs Thom, at Bucklebury CE 
Primary School encouraged her Year 6 pupils to do before the SATS exams. 

"Remember - Mrs Thom is in charge of worrying - you don’t need to. You are all amazing and I couldn’t 
be more proud of you," wrote the teacher in the note to pupils, which was posted on the Early Years Foun- 
dation Stage Facebook page and went on to receive 77,000 likes and 69,471 shares. 

The school tweeted a picture of the advice, which received 272 re-tweets and 378 likes on Twitter. The 
story also made the Daily Telegraph. Mrs Thom’s list included advising children to only revise for an hour, 
if they felt they had to. The advice came as the controversial SATS tests prompted protests and boycotts 
from parents across the UK, claiming the exams were putting too much pressure on young children. 

After the list went viral, Bucklebury headteacher Andy Higgs and Chair of Governors, Geoff Arthur, 
posted a statement on the school website. It said: "We believe in growing the whole child, in every child. 
To that end, we endeavour to nurture fully rounded children balanced in mind, body and spirit. The prep 
set for our year 6 pupils on Friday 6th May has proven to be very popular with many people. It recognises 
the enormous amount of hard work and dedication invested by children passionate about learning." 

Mr Arthur and Mr Higgs’ statement did however recognise "the value of assessment". Read the full state- 
ment here: http://buckleburyschool.org.Uk/cms/1 60509-y6-homework-follow-up-statement/ 


From Saxons to stained glass: education at Christ Church 


LAST year, over 1,000 school 
pupils came to Christ Church 
to learn about a wide range of 
different topics, from Saxons 
to stained glass, and from Latin 
inscriptions to the Life of Christ. 

While RE is usually the main 
curriculum focus, there was a 
Secondary Art day and a Diocesan 
Inter- faith day for teachers. In 
June, there will be a God and 
the Big Bang a full-day Year 11 
conference, with Magdalen College 
School and Oxford Academy. 

Recently, during half terms, 
we the Cathedral has introduced 
Explorer Backpacks, which are 
loaned for free to families. They 
contain binoculars to study the 
magnificent vaulted ceiling in 
the chancel; a magnifying glass 
to examine intricate carvings; 


a compass to appreciate the 
Cathedral’s layout; and colour 
paddles to understand stained 
glass. 

"... children had 
to hunt mythical 
dragons , and 
gryphons” 

While the backpacks help 
younger children engage with the 
Cathedral, older children prefer 
the challenge of our various trails 
On the year-round Head Hunt 
trail, the task is to locate various 
kinds of head, from a stone skull 
to an earless dog. Now there are 
additional Half Term trails. 

Last October, children had to 


hunt mythical dragons, grinning 
Cheshire cats and gryphons. 

In February, the Cathedral Safari 
included a camel, goldfish, and an 
ox crossing a ford. 

During May, there is a new 
Prayer Trail to follow. The 
underlying focus remains the 
development of children’s 
worship and spirituality, and their 
understanding of Christian values 
and traditions. 
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We believe in life before death 


OPEN EVENING: 


TUESDAY 14TH JUNE, 5.30 - 7.30PM 


POSTGRADUATE STUDY AT HEYTHROP 


SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE IN 
PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY, 
RELIGIONS & ETHICS 


Don’t miss your chance to study a 
September: 

• MAAbrahamic Religions 

• MA / MRes Biblical Studies 

• MA Canon Law 

• MA Christian Spirituality 

• MA Christian Theology 

• MA / MRes Christianity & 
Interreligious Relations 

• MA Contemporary Ethics 

All MA/MRes programmes are for full-time 


Masters programme with us this 


MA / MRes Pastoral Theology 
MA / MRes Philosophy 
MA Philosophy & Religion 
MA Philosophy in Education 
MA Philosophy of Religion & 
Ethics in Education 
MA Psychology of Religion 

study with afternoon/evening teaching. 


An enhanced range of funding is available for 2016-17 to support eligible 
students including Academic Excellence Scholarships, Tuition Fee discounts for 
Qualified Teachers and Student Support Bursaries for those most in need. 


Unable to commit to full-time study? Our range of Postgraduate Certificates and 
individual modules enable you to study the subjects you're most interested in 
whilst gaining postgraduate level credits. Choose from over 60 fascinating 
fields in Religions, Ethics, Philosophy and Theology. 


FIND OUT MORE & BOOK YOUR PLACE AT: 
www.heythrop.ac.uk 
G) admissionspg@heythrop.ac.uk 
C 020 7795 4201 


HEYTHROP 

COLLEGE 

Philosophy & Theology 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 


This Christian Aid Week you’ve 
embodied Jesus’ love and 
made a huge difference to our 
neighbours around the world. 
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24-26 June 

10am - 5pm 

Henley Meadows 

Marlow Road, Adjacent to 

Fawley Court 


leading designer makers 


£10 on the day. 

Children £1 (5-15yrs) 

Book tickets in advance & save £3* 

See website for details 


Purchase direct from 
over 170 of the UK’s 
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Being intentionally all-age in Messy Church 


Messy Togetherness by Martyn 
Payne is part of a series from 
the Bible Reading Fellowship 
Messy Church team, taking a 
good look at the five key values 
of Messy Church — hospitality, 
celebration, all-age, creativity 
and Christ-centredness. Here is 
a short extract: 

T his book focuses on the all-age’ 
value of Messy Church. Why do 
more and more people advocate 
the idea that the generations 
should develop their faith together, and 
what does the Bible have to say about 
it? How does this fit with our inherited 
model of age-related groups for learning 
and discipleship? Is it really practical and 
possible to have an experience of church in 
which the youngest to the oldest share the 
same meeting space, service theme and 
time to worship? Messy Church is claiming 
that this can and does happen. 

‘The trouble is that what you’re suggesting 
is simply unrealistic and unworkable! ’This 
is not an uncommon reaction whenever 
the idea of intergenerational church is 
proposed. Strong feelings can often be 
aroused within congregations that are 
considering running an all-age service, 
even if only once a month. 

Decades, arguably centuries, of doing 
things in separated groups make it very 
difficult for many people even to consider 
another way of being church. Even when 
it is argued that there are other times 
during the month when it’s possible to 
do ‘traditional church’ with a like-minded 
group, and that the one time in the week 
when we can all be together should by 
default be intergenerational, many remain 
unconvinced. 

It’s not that they are being deliberately 
obstructive: there is a genuine feeling that 
church works best when we recognise 
that the mysteries of our faith need to be 
approached in different ways and with 
different levels of understanding for 
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different groups that make up the body 
of Christ. Those who are advocates of 
intergenerational worship and learning 
clearly shouldn’t brush aside these 
arguments. They deserve to be addressed. 

For reflection 

• How open to change are you prepared to 
be when it comes to trying out a different 
way of worshipping together? 

• What practical and personal difficulties 
do you foresee for yourself, should 

you decide to commit yourself to 
intergenerational church as your regular 
gathered worship? 

• Who is worship for? Do you see worship 
primarily as a time for you to receive more 
of the grace of God or are you there to see 
others blessed? 


Win a book 

The Door has three copies of Messy 
Togetherness to give away in this month’s 
prize draw. For the chance to win simply 
send your name and address to Messy 
Togetherness Competition, Church House 
Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, 
Oxford, 0X5 IGF by 10 June 2016. 


Uncorking old wine at Prayerbook event 



OLD Wine, a seminar organised by 
the Prayer Book Society attended 
by almost 50 ordinands studying in 
Oxford’s theological colleges, has 
been declared a success. 

The event was the first in a 
nationwide series that aims to help 
young ordinands to enthusiastically 
embrace the Prayer Book. The Old 
Wine title comes from the Bible: 

“And no one after drinking old wine 
wants the new, for they say, ‘The old 
is better.’” Luke 5 vs 39. 

Speakers at the event - hosted by 
the Dean of Christ Church, Oxford, 
the Very Revd Canon Professor Martyn 
Percy, a Prayer Book Society member - 
included Christ Church Oxford’s Diocesan 
Canon Angela Tilby, an author and former 
BBC producer. 

Pictured addressing ordinands at the 
Old Wine event is the Revd Mark Stafford , 
chaplain ofPusey House. Seated are from 
left , the Rev Dr George Westhaver, principal 
ofPusey House ; the Revd Dr Daniel Newman , 
assistant curate at St John’s in Weymouth 


the Revd Jonathan Beswick, Vicar of St 
Barnabas , Oxford, and Christ Church 
Oxford’ s Diocesan Canon Angela Tilby. 



The Shepherd’s Life 

James Rebanks 
Penguin Books 
£8.99 

by Mark Bennet 

T his book came to me as a surprise 
- a gift even - on holiday in the 
Lake District with my family. 
There is no theology or church 
in the book, only a passing reference to 
Christmas services. But it dawned on me 
that I was receiving a profound education 
in theology. How readily I said “The Lord 
is my shepherd” yet I had no idea what 
a shepherd was. Suddenly here was a 
compelling and articulate voice writing 
of The Shepherd’s Life in the first person, 
of knowledge and skill transferred quite 
outside the system of formal education, of 
values in conflict, of a precious and fragile 
heritage. This book is worth reading simply 
for the writing and the story, but there is a 
lot more to it than that. 

The shepherd sees the world and the land 
differently from the tourist. The mass of 
visitors to the Lake District miss almost 
everything of significance to the shepherd. 
It is a world apart, not so different from 
the Church being in the world but not of 
it. And in Rebanks we see that rare thing 
- a person who inhabits both worlds with 
confidence. 

Then there is the challenge of making 
a living as a shepherd - just shepherding 
doesn’t do it, and through the generations 
shepherds have done other things in 
parallel, and had to be hugely adaptable 
to survive. So why is it that in the church, 
our ordained ministry, fashioned after the 
example of the Good Shepherd, has grown 
into an all-consuming way of life with little 
space? I read a profound challenge to the 
pattern of ministry which has us “released” 
to do just one thing - that is not, on this 
account, the shepherd’s life. 

There is a brief scene of the shepherd 
leaning on a gate looking into the distance, 
as the observer has it, taking a break; or 
as the shepherd has it, studying the sheep 
- accumulating knowledge which one day 
saves a life. The shepherd knows his sheep, 


l The surprise hi! nf tht k?ir' 


Shepherd’s Life 


A Tale of the Lake District 



James 

Rebanks 


and that knowledge is hard won. In these 
days of being task- focused the value of 
attention and time can easily get lost. Yet 
there is a season in the spring when the 
walls have to be mended and endless jobs 
done. The relationships between shepherds 
go deeper than transactions - they share a 
history, work together, compete to breed 
the best sheep, look out for each other. The 
transactional forces of the modern world 
intrude, but there are resources to resist, to 
shape a different way of life. 

There is an extraordinary strand of 
reflection on education - on how the 
skills and knowledge involved in being a 
shepherd are passed on, in contrast with 
the methods of school and university. 

There is a question here about why we 
value particular kinds of knowledge and 
wisdom, but not others - and whether 
our patterns of training are best suited to 
forming shepherds. 

Given those rich and challenging 
connecting points between The Shepherd's 
Life and the life of the Church, it is not 
surprising that the shepherd is a living 
theological metaphor - but maybe if the 
image is to come alive, we need to relearn 
what a shepherd is. This book is a good 
place to begin. 

The Revd Mark Bennet is the Area Dean 
of Newbury and the Team Rector of the 
Thatcham Benefice. 


Sign up now for the 201 6 Festival of Prayer 


THE Festival of Prayer on Saturday 9 
July starts and ends in Cuddesdon Parish 
Church. This year the Revd Canon Angela 
Tilby will give the keynote address on 
‘Praying with Imperfection’. Angela is 
a well-known theologian, television 
presenter, writer and speaker. 

Workshops will focus on stillness, silence 
and contemplation. The Revd Emma 
Pennington will be offering techniques 
to centre our prayer life, while Tim 
Stead looks at mindfulness and Giles 
Charrington helps us to explore silence. 
Practical examples will be given of how 
contemplation and stillness are worked 
through in the life of 20th-century mystic 
Charles de Foucauld. 

A new theme this year explores the role 


of chanting in prayer, led by Lesley Morris 
— be prepared to find your true voice. 
Developing and enriching our prayer in 
later life is a theme that Debbie Thrower 
will be speaking about. The programme 
also contains introductions to some of 
our favourite Festival of Prayer themes: 
the Jesus Prayer, and Celtic and Ignatian 
spirituality. 


Book via www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
festivalofprayer or by calling BRF 
on 01865 319700. 


Competition winners 

Congratulations to the winners of the competition from the May edition of the 
Door. They are Mrs A Armstrong, of Milton Keynes, Mrs P Jenkins, of West Hendred, 
Joy Fitzpatrick of Wheatley, Oxfordshire, Barbara Lloyd, of High Wycombe, and Gabi 
Smith, of Milton Keynes. They have each won a copy of The Heavens and the Earth 
colouring book for grown-ups and a set of pencil crayons. 
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Call us now on: 
visit: 

to register with us 


00 999 331 

ealthcare.co.ul 


In return we will give you a chance to meet new people, 
learn new skills, have fun and be part of a highly valued team! 

Our shops & warehouses are in Bicester, Botley, Carterton, Didcot, 
Headington, Kidlington, Oxford, Thame, and Witney 
- all different - all special - just like our Volunteers. 

For more information call 01993 7091 1 1 

or email sobell.shopsldsobellhospice.org for an application form 


We would love to hear from you! 




Registered Charity number 1 1 1 8646 

p SOBELL 

1 HOUSE 


For more information log on to 

www.sobellhouse.org 

or email sobell.shopsfdsobellhospice.org 


Paterson 

health & social care 




Who Cares. 

Who cares for the elderly, the infirm or those less 
able to communicate with the outside world, amongst 
many others? 

Paterson Health and Social Care currently has many 
opportunities for health and social care workers in both support 
and care roles. Whether ad hoc shifts to suit your lifestyle or full-time 
work, we can help you to find a rewarding role working in people's 
homes, nursing homes or in the community supporting people with 
learning disabilities or challenging behaviour. 

Experience is preferred but most importantly we need 
people who care. 


Excellent pay rates, weekly pay, 
free induction training, Free DBS * 
*conditions apply 


Shine for SobeU 


Volunteer with us - an hour, a day, a week 


COULD YOU SHINE FOR SOBELL? 

Sobell House Hospice shops urgently need your help! 


We are blessed with many loyal volunteers in our network of shops 
around Oxfordshire, but we always need more helping hands. 

Whatever your skills and experience we have something for you! Activities range from serv- 
ing customers, stock preparation & pricing, window displays, assisting customers or scanning 
books through to PAT testing electrical items (following training). 


There is something for everyone and we need someone for everything! 





NOW 

OPEN 


A 

anchor 
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At Buckingham Lodge care home, you’ll find a highly skilled team 
that’s passionate about helping your loved one to live happily and 
independently, providing support and specialist dementia care, 

24-hours every day. 


But at Anchor we know it’s the little things that can make all the 
difference like arranging favourite activities, making that perfect 
cup of tea or always finding the time for a friendly chat. 

More than 45 years’ experience. Not-for-profit group. 


To find out more, call us free on 

0808 252 0890 

or visit www.buckingham-lodge.org.uk 
Anchor Care Homes. Happy living. 


Buckingham Lodge Care Home, Culpepper Close, Aylesbury, HP19 9DU 


Anchor Trust registered charity no. 1052183. 




Around the Archdeaconries: new communities 


Berkshire 



Around the Archdeaconries 
is a series of features on 
various themes, inspired by 
the Archdeaconry Plans. 

This month's theme is New 
Communities, starting with 
the exciting projects at the 
Race course development in 
Newbury. 

N ewbury Racecourse is a three 
phase development within 
Greenham on the outskirts of 
Newbury. The initial phase of 
500 new homes has seen the growth of a 
new community, supported by Sovereign 
Housing, Newbury Racecourse, Christians 
Together in the Newbury Area (CTNA), 
Newbury YMCA, St Marys Greenham and 
Newbury Baptist Church. 

During the first phase new residents 
were visited by members of St Marys 
and asked about their needs. St Marys 
responded initially by focusing on the 
needs of families, children and young 
people. They developed their Greenham 
Youth and Community Project, chaired by 
the Revd John Bramhall, to include the 
Racecourse community. They also met 
with the site manager and were in contact 
with Newbury Racecourse. 


St Marys organised a Carol Singing event 
in partnership with Sovereign Housing, 
who provided a venue, drinks and mince 
pies. Last Christmas Newbury Baptist 
Church led carol singing and refreshments 
hosted by Newbury Racecourse. During 
Easter 2016 St Marys ran a craft event in 
Crafty Filly Bar on Newbury Racecourse 
for the second time. 

The Revd David McLeod, the Vicar 
of St Mary’s, has been invited to join a 
community meeting of stakeholders, 
which focuses on all aspects of living’ at 
the Racecourse. David said: “personal, 
face-to-face relationships are key to 
everything we do at the Racecourse. If 
you want to get to know people, develop 
positive relationships and find out what 
matters to them, nothing is more effective 
than spending time where they are and 
demonstrating a genuine interest in their 
well-being, hopes and concerns. 

“Building a sense of community and 
belonging takes time. Going to where 
people are, both spiritually and physically, 
allows both faith and community to 
grow. We can both share the good news 
of Jesus and be good news to people who 
wouldn’t necessarily make contact with 
their local church. St Mary’s Mission 
Action Plan reflects the Archdeaconry 
Plan’s recognition of the need to establish 
a presence within the Racecourse 


Development. We 
hope that working 
in partnership with 
others will enable 
the light of Christ to 
shine at the heart of 
this community.” 

The Bus of Hope 
has continued to 
visit the Racecourse 
Estate on Monday 
evenings. According 
to Gemma 
Wilkinson of St 
Mary’s Church: “It 
has been a great 
opportunity to meet 
young people and 
adults in this newer part of our Parish. We 
have been able to have good conversations 
with many residents and some deep 
conversations regarding faith with young 
people.” The bus has proved so popular 
that a young boy phoned the organisers 
when bollards were erected, as he wanted 
it to continue coming. “Families, children 
and young people use the bus, allowing 
the team to build up good relationships. 
Sharing the love of Jesus for them has 
been the aim, with people starting to ask 
questions. The Bus has been supported 
financially by churches, donors and 
Sovereign Housing. Challenges have 


included securing funding for the bus and 
finding a suitable location to park.” 

The next two phases will see 1,000 
more homes built over the next seven 
years. It currently lacks a community 
hub, but one may be built in the final 
phase. Current residents have set up 
their own networks using Facebook, 
which are used to discuss issues, 
publicise events, seek help and offer 
support. 

Pictured above: Mike Harmsworth, Bus of 
Hope driver, takes delivery of "Grace" from 
the Southdown driver, with Peter and Enid 
Boyce. Photo: Adrian Higgs. 


Oxford 


Dorchester 


Wondering what will happen in Wolvercote 

A 20-year plan to build new homes, a hotel and a large business park is both a scary 
and exciting project for residents of Wolvercote in Oxford. 

The Northern Gateway project aims to provide much-needed extra housing and 
boost the economy by providing space for businesses carrying out ground-breaking 
scientific research, as well as leisure facilities. 

"We'll be very keen to reach out and welcome people," says the Revd Charles 
Draper, the Vicar of Wolvercote and Wytham. "The impact of the leisure and business 
developments is a big unknown and we are thinking about how we will respond to 
that." Charles said he was working closely with Wolvercote Baptist Church to ensure 
that the Christian presence will be welcoming. "It's at a very early stage in terms 
of planning," he said. "It is quite scary looking at what is going to happen on our 
doorstep. We are trying to get our heads around what it will look like and how it will 
affect us." 


Buckinghamshire 


THE Revd Gareth Lane and his wife 
Jenny have been Pioneer Ministers on the 
Berryfields housing development in North 
West Aylesbury, since 2014. As well as 
being tasked with starting an expression 
of church on the new estate, Gareth is 
also chaplain to the Diocese-sponsored 
Aylesbury Vale Academy secondary and 
Berryfields CofE Primary Schools. 

Gareth, his wife Jenny and their four 
children started out with a blank sheet. 
They started meeting with a few other 
Christians in homes for midweek prayer 
and Bible-study. “In May 2014 we 
managed to pull off a local fete on the 
Green to which over 1,000 people came. 

It sort of put ‘Church on Berryfields’ on 
the map - even though we don’t have a 
fixed church building,” says Gareth. That 
Christmas they did Carols in the Park 
which gave the community an opportunity 


to hear the Christmas message. 

In early 2015 they launched a monthly 
Cafe Church on the first Sunday of 
the month which has given numerous 
outreach possibilities. “We’ve tried to 
pioneer new things about every six months 
and in November 2015 we started a weekly 
pop-up coffee shop in the community suite 
which has become an important hub for 
the community, in a development where 
there are yet to be any shops or meeting 
places. From this we have started to see 
people venturing to Cafe church and now 
to our midweek group. A real highlight for 
us this summer will be taking 30 people 
away for a weekend together and seeing 
our first adult baptisms.” 

Do check out their website at www. 
churchonberryfields.org 


A growing community on Kingsmere 




AS residents move 
into their brand 
new homes on the 
Kingsmere Estate, 
they are presented 
with cake and a 
guide to Bicester. 
The initiative is 
supported by the 
Mother’s Union, 
in the supplying of 
cakes, St Edburg’s 
and Orchard Baptist 
churches. 


“People are also 
invited to join our 
Facebook group 
and through that 
we advertise our 
community events. We’ve had about 10 
now with recent ones taking place at the 
new St Edburg’s School building.” 

“The last event was at Easter, when we 
gave out Real Easter Eggs and had about 
200 people turn out. A good number 
took part in a two kilometre run. I ended 
up running it three times as some people 
turned up late,” says John, the new 
community Minister for Kingsmere who 
now lives on the new estate. 


“We are engaging with the community 
on both a social and sacred interactive 
level. It’s also great now to be able to 
tell new residents that we are their 
neighbours. Previously I was living two 
miles away.” 


Kingsmere Estate is a growing new 
community where planning permission 
has just been granted for just under 
3,000 new homes. 

John is also involved in the Kingsmere 
Residents’ Association. “There is a lot 
of uncertainty in a new estate and the 
Church has been a constant in the life of 
the residents, hence the support we get 
at our events, a reputation we hold with 
in the community,” he added. 


kingsmerecommunity.com/ 

www.stedburgschurch.org/ 

See also www.oxford.ang I ican 
org/treeplanting/ for a video of Si 
Edburgs new school building. 





Advertising 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 


E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 



Maybury HIM, Woking GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

Registered charity in England and Wales No 24067f 


Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 
across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa (all ensuite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort. 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 

Also on Trip Advisor 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 
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SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 
available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2017 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 
Single trip cover (NO max. age) 
for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays 
Single trip cover for all departures up to 31/12/17 


Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 




THE Queen started her 90th birthday celebrations 
unveiling a plaque in front of crowds of onlookers in 
Windsor. Since then parties have continued across the 
UK. Here are some of the highlights from this Diocese. 



by Amanda Dicks 

CHILDREN sang Happy Birthday, 
The National Anthem and When 
I’m 64 (The Queen has been on 
the throne for 64 years) during 
celebrations at St Marys CE 
Primary School in Wavendon, on 
Her Majesty’s actual birthday. 

On the Sunday they paraded from 
the school to St Mary’s Church to 
mark both St George’s Day and the 
Queen’s Birthday. A special service 
with children from the uniformed 


organisations renewing their 
promises, and talking about service 
to the community took place. 

A bigger party, with afternoon 
tea, portraits of the Queen, 
bunting, and long tables is being 
planned for the Queen’s official 
birthday on 10 June. They are 
pictured with their copies of The 
Servant Queen and the King She 
Serves commemorative publication 
and a commemorative coin, which 
they were presented with. 




Happy birthda 
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THE annual May Day May- 
hem event in White Waltham 
was dedicated to the Queen’s 
90th birthday this year. The 
free event included various 
birthday and royalty themed 
activities, such as Queen’s 
birthday cake hoopla and 
icing crown shaped biscuits, 
along with medieval games, 
a climbing wall, Maypole 
dancing, bouncy castles, a 
barbecue, refreshments, sumo 
wrestling, and facepainting. 

People signed a giant 
birthday card for the Queen 
on the day which is organised 
by Woodlands Community 
Events - a collaboration of 


White Waltham Church, 
Woodlands Park Methodist 
Church, Housing Solutions 
and local residents working 
together to strengthen com- 
munity in Woodlands Park. 
The Revd David Andrew, Vicar 
of White Waltham Church, 
said: “The aim of these events 
is to build community in 
Woodlands Park. They are a 
gift from the organisers to the 
local community and we are 
delighted that so many people 
come along and have fun 
alongside their neighbours in 
Woodlands Park.” 
Photographs by Chris 
Knight . 











Advertising 


iy Your Majesty 




ON Wednesday 20 April Queen 
Anne Royal CE Free School Year 
Threes were part of a choir of 470 
children who had the privilege of 
singing to The Queen. 

Her Majesty was opening 
the bandstand in Alexandra 
Park Windsor, and the children 



performed four songs from 
different years throughout the 
Queens reign. They finished off 
with a rousing chorus of Happy 
Birthday. 

The children are pictured above at 
the bandstand and a Year Four pupil 
presents a posy to the Queen. 





CHRIS Tomes, the headteacher of 
Churchmead CE School in Datchet, 
near Windsor, is pictured right 
cutting into a special birthday cake. 

The chocolate cake (above) 
was made with cream and fresh 


raspberries on the inside and the 
crown was made from chocolate 
ganache with marzipan icing. It was 
created by Tina Buckland and Slavka 
James, who are part of the schools 
in-house catering team. 



Job Vacancy 

Christ Church in (Reading 

is looking for a part time children’s worker 

Christ Church is a diverse church, worshipping in 
an inclusive, liberal catholic tradition 

The position is for 8 hours a week in term time 

For more information and a full job description, 
see www.christchurchreading.org.uk 

E-mail CV to christchurchreading06@gmail.com 


E Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 

Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 

Windsor 
01753 865 982 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 

www. e sargeant. co. uk 


funeralpartners.co.uk 
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Funeral Partners 


No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thoyjfin cTj of hymns ■and wafihip at! in 

one box. ready to ploy. No muiicoi' or toehnieoJ 


&iTQighi oui qF the bo* ihe 
Hymned Plea playi 
2750 itadilional hym n i and 

mccfern worship iongs, 
covering over 6000 hymn 
book enrriej. 

Upgrade ol any time, choosing From on ever- 
growing frsr of foptuiorre oddirksns 
Want somelhing Etls j ’* The Hymnal Plus also ptays 
your own mp 3 and midi Ftles. 



Order your FREE informal ion pork lodoy, 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
We b www. hyifi n lech no log y .com 




Tfo llvnm Technology Lul 

Soltfiofi. PLUS 



enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 


There is none like you, 0 Lord, 
and there is no Cod besides you; 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

ICh 17:20 (ESV) 
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Develop an understanding of the main themes and sources of English 
local history, from the Reformation to the 20th Century. 


Learn about the history of local communities, families, households, 
villages, towns, parishes, cities, suburbs and workplaces. 


Acquire techniques to interpret historical evidence 


No formal qualifications required 


Apply Now for a September 20 1 6 start 
For more details: www.conted.ox.ac.uk/pp96 


Diploma in English 
Local History 

A two-year part-time course 


DEPARTMENT FOR 

CONTINUING 

EDUCATION 


UN IV* H SI 1 Y OF 

OXFORD 


For our Advanced Diploma in Local History (Online), visit 
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/pp97 


Creating the ultimate car 
buying experience 


2012 / 62 Reg 
Vauxhall Astra 

1.7 CDTi ecoflex 16v es 
5Dr Grey met 43k miles 

Free road tax + 74 mpg 

ONLY £7495 


2010/60 Reg BMW118d 

diesel M Sport automatic 
5Dr Silver 76k miles 

ONLYj 
Automatic 


2009 / 59 Reg Ford Focus 

1.6 TDi econetic style 5Dr 
Silver met 94k miles 

ONLYj 


£30 road tax + 83 mpg 


2011 / 11 Reg Ford Fiesta 

1.4 Zetec TDCi 3Dr White 
35k miles 

0NLY £6495 

£20 road tax + 68 mpg 


Cars .org.uk 


Creating the ultimate car buying experience 

Our team is ready to help you... 

0800 230 0238 / sales@genesiscars.org.uk 


SEA 

SUNDAY 


AS WE IV\ARK 160 'YEARS OF CELEBRATING SEAFAREKS 
AIL OVER THE WORLD, WHO WORK TIRELESSLY TO BRiNG 
JS GOODS WE RELY ON EVERY DAY 


www.missiontoseafarers.org | @FlyingAngelNews | 


themissiontoseafarers 


www.justgiving.com/themissiontoseafarers 


Registered charity no: 1123613 




You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 
High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70,000. 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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Getting and staying debt free 


LIZI Bowerman is in training for 
an 87-mile fundraising walk to 
celebrate 1 0 years since she and 
her husband Juan became debt 
free. Lizi, who is now an Area 
Manager for Christians Against 
Poverty, tells Jo Duckies how 
the charity helped transform 
their lives. 

I t was court fees from a custody case 
for her husbands children from a 
previous marriage that pushed the 
couple into debt. “It took two years 
and, because we were both working, we 
couldn’t get Legal Aid. It cost us thousands 
of pounds,” she says. Before that, despite 
having finance for a car and a trailer tent, 
the Bowermans were doing okay. “We were 
both working and our loans were not for 
anything extravagant.” 

With two children to look after, the 
couple’s income dropped as one of them 
had to work less. At the time they were 
worshipping at Oxford’s Vineyard Church, 
where they sought help through the CAP 
centre. “We were incredibly blessed as the 
representatives came and sat down with us 
and went through our financial situation. 
They went through all of the details of our 
income, expenses and debts and built a 
budget so we could afford to live and look 
for the best way out of debt,” says Lizi. “We 
were so significantly in debt that we chose 
to go through personal bankruptcy. In the 
court the Judge looked over his glasses at 
us and asked if we realised we wouldn’t be 
able to get any more credit. It removed all 
of the temptation from us to get back into 
that situation. 

“CAP stuck with us in our moment 
of need. The centre manager came to 
court with us, prepared all the paper 
work, helped us save the money for the 
bankruptcy fees, and communicated with 


our creditors so the letters and telephone 
calls stopped.” This was perfect timing for 
the Bowermans to find themselves on the 
front-foot financially as it was around then 
that their daughter was born. 

Despite Juan now being unable to work 
due to ill health, Lizi says God has provided 
amazingly for her family. “We have had 
everything we have needed when we have 
needed it,” she says. So, in 2008, when 
the Oxford CAP centre was threatened 
with closure, Lizi gave up her paid work 
to run it on a voluntary basis. “God used 
everything we had been through, so our 
journey wasn’t a waste of time and I have 
used our story to help bless other people,” 
she says. 

“ Being debt free is 
hugely liberating ...” 

Since the end of 2009, Lizi has been in 
her paid role, which has steadily grown 
so that she now oversees 18 CAP centres 
from Banbury to Poole, including five in 
Oxfordshire, three of which she personally 
helped to establish. She was heavily 
involved with St Clement’s Church in 
Oxford opening a CAP Debt Centre, with 
Jill Ewbank the centre manager, who has 
previously written about CAP’s work in the 
Door. See www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
show-money/ to read the piece. 

“A fundamental part of spiritual maturity 
is getting your finances under control. It 
has also given us the skills to weather the 
storms that come our way. Life hasn’t been 
a piece of cake but being debt free is hugely 
liberating.” Lizi’s sponsored walk will see 
her do 29-miles of the Ridgeway, solo and 
in silence, every day for three days. 

To sponsor Lizi go to www.justgiving. 
com/Lizi-Bowerman Lizi worships at St 
Matthew* s, Harwell and is a memher of 
the Wallingford Deanery Synod . 



THE Oxford CAP Debt Centre is a partnership of six Oxford churches, committed to 
serving the community. A freephone number connects the person seeking help 
to a member of the enquiries team at the charity’s national centre in Bradford, 
from where an appointment is made for one of the local debt coaches to meet the 
client for the first of three visits. They are accompanied by a volunteer befriender 
who can ensure continuity through the often long process of coming out of debt. 
The befriender will also know if there is a change of circumstances or the client is 
having trouble keeping up with their commitments, and adjustments can be made. 

Combining CAP’s expertise with the love and message of the Church provides a 
life transforming mix. The Oxford Centre has worked with 87 individuals, couples 
or families since 201 4. Nationally CAP helps over 27,000 people to get out of debt 
every year, hundreds of whom have come to faith and found a home in a church. 

A CAP client from Oxford said on BBC South Today: ’’You can only ask friends and 
family so many times to help you. So turning to CAP for me was like a breath of 
fresh air. The people involved in CAP are very professional, they’re very considerate, 
they don’t have any hidden agenda." 

If you are in the Oxford area and would like to discuss what it means to be a 
volunteer befriender, call Jill Ewbank on 07885549594. 


CAP - helping when there's 'too much month left at the end of the money' 


IN Milton Keynes Dr Steve Norman is one 
of five Christians Against Poverty Money 
Course coaches who run courses helping 
people sort out their financial problems. 

Steve, from Christ the King, who is 
involved with CAP along with his wife 
Jackie, believes they have helped up to 80 
people over five years. “I’m a doctor and I 
see lots of people whose marriages break 
up, who run into financial trouble and it 
seemed one way the Church could help,” 
says Steve. Initially three people from 
Christ the King trained to do the money 
course, and since then Steve has become 
the lead coach for CAP in his area of 
Milton Keynes. 

“Most of the people who have come along 
have been Christians from churches other 
than our own, which says something about 
the subject matter.” 

The courses are often run over three 
evenings, but can be done in one day. 

Steve says he would like to do more and 
they had looked at setting up a job club, 
but that would not be a need in their area, 
which is affluent. “We have been talking to 
leaders of other churches to see whether 
they feel better placed to run something 
like this. We have run the money courses 


with Pentecostal churches and at one of 
those we had about 40 people.” 

One of the people helped hy the 
Milton Keynes course told their story 
anonymously: 

“I joined the CAP course at Christ the 
King Community Church after a friend 
attended and said how it had helped her. 

I had recently reduced my working hours 
and found that there was too much month 
left at the end of the money. I tried to 
sort things out myself but found that as 
every month went by I was more and more 
overdrawn, which ended up with bank 
charges too. 

“I was even able to 
put a little away into 

savings...” 

“I was reluctant to attend the course 
as I didn’t want people to think I was 
irresponsible with my money but I 
found the CAP Money coaches to be very 
welcoming and mon -judgemental. They 
just wanted to encourage me to look at a 
new way of budgeting my money. The CAP 
money coaches took the course members 




through a DVD and gave us our own 
booklets with all the material in it for 
us to take home. 


“As we went through the DVD 
with some input from the money 
coaches I thought it too simplistic to 
work, it sounded too easy, but I was 
determined to give it a go. Once the 
course was finished I was registered 
onto the CAP website where I was 
able to put all my details into a very 
easy programme. This helped me 
to produce a budget. I looked at my 
outgoings and made some adjustments, 
reducing my car and pet insurances and 
other direct debits. I was amazed at how 
much I was able to save by sitting down 
and facing the problem. This was all done 
with the encouragement from the CAP 
team. 


“Once I had my budget I needed to make 
it work and this was helped by having, as 
CAP suggests, three accounts: current/ 
cash /savings. I was asked to take out 
money from my cash account each week 
on the same day and use that for my 
shopping, trying to use cash not cards. I 
was nervous about overspending, but it 
worked. I was even able to put a little away 
each month into savings and it has been 


great to see this growing as the months 
have gone by, helping me to plan for 
birthdays etc. It’s been two years since I 
did the course and it is still working for me 
and I haven’t been overdrawn since that 
time. 

“Please give the CAP Money System a 
try, you have nothing to lose and a lot to 
gain.” 


If you need help with your finances 
or want to find out more about 
CAP call 0800 328 0006 or visit 
www.capuk.org 
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BOOKING FORM 


Please book online if possible at 

www.brfonline.org.uk/festival-of-prayer 
Bring four friends and get the fifth place FREE 
I would like to book for the Festival of Prayer on 9 July 2016. 

1 Title First name .. 

Surname .. 

Email 
Address .. 

Postcode Tel 

I~l Please email me with other information about BRF's events and Quiet Days. 

FIRST NAME SURNAME 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Do you have any particular requirements, for example, due to 
a disability, or a hearing or visual impairment? Please indicate. 


Cost of places: £25 per person. 

Bring four friends and get the fifth place FREE. 

Total cost: £ 

If you are unable to book online at www.brfonline.org.uk/festival-of- 
prayer, please return the completed booking form with payment in full to: 

BRF Festival of Prayer Bookings, 15 The Chambers, Vineyard, 

Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 3FE 

Tel 01865 319700 Fax 01865 319701 Email: events@brf.org.uk 
If you require a receipt, please include a stamped addressed envelope. 

I enclose a total payment of £ (cheques payable to BRF) 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

□ Cheque □ MasterCard □ Visa □ Debit card 


H 


"nnnnnr 


n 


innr 


Expires! 


TTT 


Security code* I 


n 


*Last 3 digits on the reverse of the card. 


Signature Date /. / 

ESSENTIAL IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD 

All orders must be accompanied by the appropriate payment. To read our terms and find 
out about cancelling your order, please visit www.brfonline.org.uk/terms 

PROM CODE: FOP2016 


v 


O ur programme for the Festival of Prayer this year 
continues to provide a rich and varied choice of 
speakers and workshops. The Festival is designed to provide 
space to deepen and enrich prayer with practical suggestions 
and exercises. Set in the beautiful and peaceful grounds of 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, it is a day to reflect on spiritual 
disciplines that enhance our life of prayer. Whether you are 
coming alone or as a church group, you will find a warm 
welcome and an inspiring day of teaching and experience. 
The day starts and ends by gathering together in Cuddesdon 
Parish Church. This year we are delighted that Angela Tilby 
will be giving our keynote address on the theme of 'Praying 
with Imperfection'. Angela is a well-known theologian, 

TV presenter, writer and speaker. Drawing on her experience 
of Benedictine spirituality, she will also be leading a 
workshop during the day. 

This year you will find workshops that are particularly 
focusing on stillness, silence and contemplation. Emma 
Pennington will be offering ideas and techniques to centre 
our prayer life, to find stillness in a busy world. Tim Stead 
looks at how mindfulness is part of Christian tradition and 
spirituality, and Giles Charrington helps us to explore silence. 
Practical examples of how contemplation and stillness are 
worked through in the life of 20th-century mystic Charles 
de Foucauld and in that great work, The Cloud of Unknowing. 
A new theme this year explores the role of chanting in 
prayer. This is led by Lesley Morris— be prepared to find 
your true voice! Developing and enriching our prayer in later 
life is a theme that Debbie Thrower will be speaking about. 
The programme also contains introductions to some of our 
favourite Festival of Prayer themes: the Jesus Prayer, and 
Celtic and Ignatian spirituality. 

The grounds of the college and village are there for you to 
explore; so take a prayer walk or walk the labyrinth. The 
venues are within three to five minutes walking distance of 
each other, and those with stairs are shown on this booking 
form. The parish church has amplification and a loop system, 
as does the Harriet Monsell Centre for those with hearing 
difficulties (HM on workshop page). 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Festival of Prayer. 
The Festival Prayer Team 


KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Praying with Imperfection 

Prayer is a struggle with the complexity of life and indeed of the 
world around us, and may expose us to the agonies of life. In recent 
times prayer and spirituality have come to be seen as a natural and 
fulfilling aspect of what it means to be human in relationship to an 
all-loving, all-compassionate God. But there is another side to what 
prayer is about. It is also about how we deal with conflict, a discipline 
of 'spiritual warfare'. Angela Tilby reflects on how this aspect of the 
tradition might be recovered in contemporary experience and practice. 


BOOKING NOTES 


Please book online if possible at 
www.brfonline.org.uk/festival-of-prayer 
Bring four friends and get the fifth place FREE 

You will have the opportunity to attend up to three workshops 
during the day. We suggest that you may want to keep one session 
free in which to reflect and digest. You may like to sample 40 minutes 
of spiritual direction with a spiritual director (book nos 7, 16 or 
24). Reflective options are walking the Village Prayer Walk or the 
Labyrinth on the college lawn, or browsing the bookstall, or having 
a cup of coffee with a friend. For these, book nos 8, 17 or 25. 

By booking online, you will be able to tailor-make your day by 
selecting the workshops that interest you. You will only be able to 
book a place on workshops that are not already full, so book early 
to ensure the workshop of your choice. 

Cancellations: if you cancel your booking within 14 days of making 
the booking, you will receive a full refund. After this time and up to 
one month prior to the event, cancellations will incur a £5 charge, 
which reflects the administration costs incurred. After this time, 
no refund is available. Visit www.brfonline.org.uk/festival-of-prayer 
for more information or contact BRF on 01865 319700. 

Further information, including a site map, will be sent out 
approximately two weeks before the event. 

As a charity, BRF try to keep their costs to a minimum, so please 
book online if possible. If you are unable to book online and 
require a receipt, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope. 

Further information about the day can be found on the BRF 
website www.brfonline.org.uk/festival-of-prayer or via the link 
on www.oxford.anglican.org/festivalofprayer 

If you have any further booking enquiries, contact the 

BRF website www.brfonline.org.uk/festival-of-prayer or email 

events@brf.org.uk or write to: BRF Festival of Prayer Bookings, 

15 The Chambers, Vineyard, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 3FE 

Tel 01865 319700 Fax 01865 319701 

Image: © Thinkstock 
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FESTIVAL 
of PRAYER 
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Saturday 9 July 
10.00 am-4.30 pm 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
near Wheatley, Oxford 0X44 9EX 

A day to explore different aspects 
of spirituality and prayer 
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WORKSHOPS TO CHOOSE FROM 

BOOKING FORM 


Key: ^ venue only accessible by stairs. 

HM refers to a room that has a hearing loop system. 

WELCOME AND KEYNOTE ADDRESS 10.00-10.50 

ANGELA TILBY Praying with Imperfection 
MORNING SESSION 1 11.15-12.15 

1. Exploring Celtic Christianity for Today Liz Hoore 

2. Drawing on Inner Resources in Later Life: A Look at the Part 
Prayer Plays in One's Spiritual Formation Debbie Thrower HM 

3. Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality Tim Stead 

4. Using the Jesus Prayer John Twisleton 

5. Introducing Ignatius Paul King ^ 

6. Praying with Silence Giles Charrington 

7. Individual Spiritual Direction Session (limited numbers) 

8. Personal Space: Village Prayer Walk • Labyrinth 

LUNCHTIME 12.15-1.30 

9. Individual Spiritual Direction Session (limited numbers) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 2 1.30-2.30 

10. Benedictine Spirituality: Living with God Angela Tilby 

11. The Cloud of Unknowing: The Mystery of God 

and Contemplation Ernest Pettengell 't' 

12. Drawing on Inner Resources in Later Life: A Look at the Part 
Prayer Plays in One's Spiritual Formation Debbie Thrower HM 

13. Chanting Workshop Lesley Morris 

14. Contemplation in Everyday Life Emma Pennington 

15. Using the Jesus Prayer John Twisleton 

16. Individual Spiritual Direction Session (limited numbers) 

17. Personal Space: Village Prayer Walk • Labyrinth 

AFTERNOON SESSION 3 3.00-4.00 

18. Centering Prayer: A Practical Introduction Emma Pennington 

19. Exploring Celtic Christianity for Today Liz Hoare 

20. Chanting Workshop Lesley Morris HM 

21. Seeking and Finding the Will of God Paul King 

22. The Spirituality of Charles de Foucauld 

(incl. the Prayer of Abandonment) Sean O'Gorman 't' 

23. Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality Tim Stead 

24. Individual Spiritual Direction Session (limited numbers) 

25. Personal Space: Village Prayer Walk • Labyrinth 

REFLECTION & BLESSING 4.20-4.30 


Please book online at www.brfonline.org.uk/festival-of-prayer 
Booking online provides the latest availability of workshop 
spaces. If you are unable to book online, please ensure that you 
enter three preferred workshop options in each session. 

1 = 1st preference 2 = 2nd preference 3 = 3rd preference 
If you do not provide three options and your preferred 
workshop is full, we will allocate a workshop for you. 

MORNING SESSION 1 (11.15-12.15) 


Participant 
1 2 3 4 5 


. Example 1 

1. Exploring Celtic Christianity for Today j| j| \\ [[ 

2. Drawing on Inner Resources in Later Life |P^| 

3. Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality II 11 II ii 

4. Using the Jesus Prayer □ □□□□□ 

5. Introducing Ignatius II II II ii 

6. Praying with Silence II Ii II II 

7. Individual Spiritual Direction Session (limited nos) [[ |[ | 

8. Personal Space II II II |j I 

LUNCHTIME (12.15-1.30) 

9. Individual Spiritual Direction Session (limited nos) | || )| ~~|( | 

AFTERNOON SESSION 2 (1.30-2.30) 

10. Benedictine Spirituality: Living with God 

11. The Cloud of Unknowing 

12. Drawing on Inner Resources in Later Life 

13. Chanting Workshop 

14. Contemplation in Everyday Life 

15. Using the Jesus Prayer 


□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□ 
□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□ 
□□□□□ 

□□□□□ 
16. Individual Spiritual Direction Session (limited nos) | 

□ □□□□□ 


17. Personal Space 

AFTERNOON SESSION 3 (3.00-4.00) 


8. Centering Prayer: A Practical Introduction [ ] | j| || j| j| | 

□ □□□□□ 
□□□□□ 
□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□ 

□□□□□ 

4. Individual Spiritual Direction Session (limited nos) | 

□□□□□ 


19. Exploring Celtic Christianity for Today 

20. Chanting Workshop 

21. Seeking and Finding the Will of God 

22. The Spirituality of Charles de Foucauld 

23. Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality 


25. Personal Space 


Bookstall FREE coffee & tea all day 

Please bring your own lunch 





Advertisement Feature 


the Door, June 2016, page 13 


ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Theological Library may be 
available on request. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9DJ 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 





CHURCH 


Your Church Caring For God’s Earth 


Registered charity 
no; 1089276 


The Methodist Church 


From meditation to insulation, from location to invocation, loving 
God and his creation should impact everything in our church lives 


Eco Church is an award scheme for churches in England and Wales who 
want to demonstrate that they care for God’s earth. 


Eco Church will help you to go green in all areas of your church life as you 
work towards a prestigious Bronze, Silver or Gold Eco Church Award. 


Make your church an ECO CHURCH at; 

ecochurch.arocha.org.uk 


tearfund 



You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 

TD 







the Door, June 2016, page 14 


Advertisement Feature 



Build your 
business 
on a firm 
foundation! 


Through our professional design and print service we can help you make your marketing campaign stand out from the crowd. 
We also offer advertising in national and regional Christian newspapers and magazines. Please ask for details. 


CALL US - 01752 225623 



Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park Rd, Peverell, Plymouth, PL3 4PY 


stone 


vision 


Design • Marketing • Advertising • Print 

www.cornerstonevision.com 





Unreported violence in Gambella 

By the Rt Revd Andrew Proud 

O n Friday 15 
April, Murle 
raiders crossed 
the border into 
Ethiopia from South Sudan 
to raid Lare and Niniyang, 
two Nuer towns I know 
well. 182 people, all ethnic 
Nuer, were killed; some 
were shot on the spot, others were pursued into the bush 
and gunned down. The under-resourced government 
hospital in Gambella town reported that it has treated 80 
for severe wounds and official reports say 102 children 
were abducted and 2,000 head of cattle were taken in the 
raid. 

This was a major incident, by any reckoning, but there 
were no mass protests with people carrying ‘Je suis 
Nuer’ banners and no one edited their Facebook photo 
to register their outrage. Amazingly, it made the BBC 
and, if you search for a few minutes, you can still find the 
occasional news piece, but none of them is particularly well 
informed. Why? Because the Gambella region of Ethiopia 
is still one of the most remote places on earth. 

Despite investment in a new road which will take you 
from Addis Ababa all the way through to South Sudan, 
Gambella still feels a little like a wild-west town and I love 
it. The town, which is home to Annuak and Nuer, as well 
as many who have settled, or been resettled there, from 
the Ethiopian highlands, hums with life and energy. Eighty 
years ago the river here was navigable all the way through 
to Khartoum. It is still used for trade, but you can no 
longer reach Khartoum that way, so the main route into 
South Sudan is the wide, cinder-topped road that sweeps 
through Lare and Niniyang. There are Anglican thriving 
congregations in both towns and I have stayed with 
friends there many times. Believe me, there can’t have 
been anywhere for them to run to and nowhere to hide. 

Talk to anyone in the Gambella regional state, 
particularly my friends among the Annuak, in Dimma (two 
days’ drive from there) and they will tell you that Murle 
tribesmen have been raiding across the border for years, 
stealing cattle and abducting children. Some believe the 
children are forced into marriage; others that they are sold 
on to slavers. We cannot begin to imagine how anyone 
could talk about that as if it were just a fact of life, but they 
do. So far, these raids have been small-scale but I know 
that they have been terrifying. 

This raid was of a different order of magnitude entirely. 
They came in force, they were very well armed, they had 
plenty of ammunition, wore combat clothing and they 
were brutal. Speculation is rife and fear is running very 
high. Several of the raiders were killed and whilst some of 
the tribal markings [scarification] were definitely Murle, 
others were more ambiguous, which has fed memories 
of other ethnic conflicts. It also looks as if these raiders 
avoided the main road, but had made a long detour 
through the bush to avoid conflict-ridden, contested areas 
in South Sudan. 

The people of the Gambella region are deeply shaken, 
the Addis government is about to send troops into South 
Sudan to deal with the raiders and the people in these 
towns and villages will be getting on with life as best they 
can, constantly looking over their shoulders as they collect 
firewood or walk to school or church. They know we are 
praying; they would love us to stand in solidarity with 
them, too. Perhaps I shall change my cover photo now. 

The Rt Revd Andrew Proud is the Bishop of Reading. 




Letters to the Editor are very welcome and should be sent to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters ; the Door, Church 
House Oxford \ Langford Locks , Kidlington , OX5 IGF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters should be no more 
than 300 words. 


Nothing to be added or taken away 

Yes, I do believe in the finality of the revelation of God 
and his purposes in Jesus Christ, and in the Scriptures 
that witness to him. 

Mary Roe (in the May 2016 edition of the Door ) says 
that even after Rev 22.21 we do not see the words THE 
END’. But I think she must have overlooked Rev 22.18-19 
which contain very severe warnings against either taking 
away or adding to the words of ‘this book’. 

The Early Church experienced two movements that 
prompted the formation of the Canon of Scripture. 

Marcion insisted on filleting the Gospels, editing out the 
bits that he did not like. The Montanists on the other 
hand wanted to add to the Gospels and the letters of Paul 

Free to a good home... 

In 2000 we started a project to make 160 kneelers for our church. We followed this by making cushions for choir 

stalls and pews. Our projects are now complete but we still have quite a large amount of carpet wool in various 

colours. We should very much like to give this free to a good home. If you are interested please ring 01491 875094. 

Christine Tucker, St Thomas's, Goring- on-Thames 

God in the life of. 

...continued from page 16 . 

Later, both John and Heather were taken on to work for 
the Zacharias Trust, which brought them to Oxfordshire. 

After redundancy, John was doing consultancy work 
when he was approached by Eddie Lyle, then Director 
of Release International, to help with the newly formed 
Medic Assist International. 

MAI was originally set up to help the victims of the 
violent clashes between Christians and Muslims in 
Nigeria. However, RI’s constitution only permitted them 
to help persecuted Christians but there were people of 
other faiths and none dying in need of healthcare. 

“After a consultation in 2003, Medic Assist 
International was established, borne out of the 
persecuted church experience but committed to serving 
all people in the name of Christ,” says John. 

Initially John started working for MAI on a part-time 
basis, becoming full-time in 2008. “It’s been an exciting 
journey because part of my task is to enable sisters and 
brothers from really tough parts of the world to do what 
God has called them to do: giving access to transforming 
healthcare. Another thing that has excited me is that I’ve 
lived through a time when the Church in the West has 
been outgrown by the Church in the rest of the world. 

“I like how Medic Assist International works. We are 


committed to partnerships that are relational. We 
assess the project and, once begun, we visit our Partners 
regularly and bring them to the UK once a year so that 
supporters can look them in the eye. We are confident 
that these sisters and brothers are people of integrity and 
have so much to teach us about faith, vision, passion and 
commitment.” 

Currently MAI works in South Sudan, Lebanon and 
South Africa with completed partnership projects in four 
other locations. “It is such a privilege to work with these 
people because they are so humble but are doing such 
transforming things. “ In the past two months, Partners 
from KwaZulu Natal and South Sudan have been in the 
UK reporting on the Clinics that MAI has enabled them 
to provide where access to such healthcare was non- 
existent. 

John is a mission partner in his home church, Christ 
Church, Abingdon. MAI Partners regularly visit the 
UK so if churches 
are interested in 
hearing from global 
Christians, John is 
happy to arrange for 
them to preach at 
services or speak at 
events. 



WWW. 

medicassistinternational. 

org. 


the words of their own prophets. To both, the Church 
corporately said no. Nothing could be added or taken 
away from the Scriptures that witnessed to Jesus in both 
the Old Testament and in the writings of the Apostles. 

The Reformation again insisted on the rejection of 
doctrines that had grown up during the Middle Ages that 
had no foundation in the Bible. Our own Thirty-nine 
Articles of Religion assert that the Canonical Scriptures 
are the only basis for faith and morals (Article VI). 

This is ‘the faith that was once for all entrusted to the 
saints’ for which Jude calls us to contend - an epistle 
highly relevant to our present confusions. 

Martin Down, Witney, Oxfordshire. 
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Audio version 

Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
version of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227. 
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Raised in a Brethren family, 

John Earwicker made a 
personal commitment to 
follow Christ when he was 1 4. 
Qualified in urban and regional 
planning and public policy 
making, he has gone on to use 
his professional skills to serve 
the Church internationally. Now 
the Executive Director of Medic 
Assist International, John tells 
Jo Duckies his story. 

J ohn came to Church House Oxford 
where we met in the new cafe. 

“My parents were a very upright 
Christian couple who adopted 
me when I was six weeks old. I 
always had a sense that it was amazing 
that someone chose me. I grew up with 
a respect for the Bible and Jesus’s death 
and resurrection were very central. Now 
I strongly agree with Tom Wright that the 
Creed should also say much more about his 
earthly ministry,” says John. 

John was conscious of how different 
Brethren people were. His father was 
on the General Oversight of Counties 
Evangelistic Work. “Dad took me to a tent 
mission in a village wearing my smart 
‘Christian’ clothes on a Saturday. I was 
quite scared when confronted by a gang 
who asked me what I was doing in their 
village!” 

“I always thought that 
is was amazing that 
someone chose me” 

From the age of 11, John began to 
attend an interdenominational Crusader 
group. Three years later, through the 
encouragement of an Anglican leader, 

John chose to follow Christ for himself. 
Subsequently, he left his parents’ church 
after a difficult and sad encounter. 

“A member of our church who used to 
sell Bibles and literature from door-to-door 


was very narrow minded and critical of the 
fact that my father worked in a brewery. 
The final straw for me was the morning 
after President Kennedy was shot this man 
got up and prayed ‘Thank God we are not 
like all these other people worshipping a 
man; we are worshipping Jesus.’ I had an 
impassioned argument with him, wrote to 
the elders and left the church.” 

John, then aged 16, moved to another 
Brethren church where he says there 
were more girls. It was when he went off 
to study Urban and Regional Planning 
in Coventry that he explored the world 
that was forbidden by his strict Brethren 
background including going to the cinema. 
“I had fun but I came to realise that 
although I had lots of friends, the people 
back in the church loved me for me, and 


weren’t trying to exploit me or use me. 
That was part of being brought to my 
senses in terms of faith.” 

Before John returned to a serious 
commitment to Christ, he was going out 
with a girl who was a church goer but not 
a follower of Jesus. “We went on a five 
week holiday around Europe. I’d given 
her Michael Green’s book Runaway World 
to read and before we came home, she 
had committed to following Christ. Next 
Christmas we were engaged,” he says. 

John’s first experience of working with 
people internationally was during the 
fourth year of his five year undergraduate 
course - a work placement with the 
Greater London Authority. “I was working 
with Polish, Ghanaian and Indian people, 
which was very stimulating.” 


At the end of the year Heather and John 
married and 10 months later, their first 
child, Mark was born. Sadly, Mark had 
a rare form of epilepsy and the couple 
thought they shouldn’t have any more 
children. “Amazingly Heather was just 
pregnant with our second son when we 
made that decision. It was God’s grace 
really.” While completing his Masters and 
subsequently lecturing at Birmingham 
University, John was involved in youth 
work in and between churches in Coventry, 
when he met Peter Meadows, the then 
editor of Buzz magazine. 

Through Peter he met Graham Kendrick 
and Clive Calver, who were running 
Youth for Christ and encouraged him to 
apply for a job as Clive’s deputy. He got 
the job, but the family’s move to BYFC’s 
Wolverhampton location was delayed 
for six months. This delay was another 
example of God’s grace because a week 
before they were able to relocate Mark died 
aged just seven, when Simon was six and 
their daughter Jessica was just two. 

“Lausanne II brought 
together as many 
nations as the UN...” 

Later, John became involved with Youth 
for Christ International on the European 
Team. The role saw John meeting leaders 
from all over the world and attending the 
Lausanne Younger Leaders conference 
in the Philippines and the Lausanne II 
Congress. “Lausanne II brought together 
as many nations as the UN and was a 
profound experience of solidarity,” says 
John. “Another person who had a big 
influence on me was an Indian theologian 
who said please don’t bring the Gospel as 
a potted plant, give it as a seed that we 
will plant in our own soil and see how it 
grows.” John moved on, acting as Church 
Life Director for the Evangelical Alliance, 
including examining why those aged 20 
to 40 were not in church and exploring a 
deeper understanding of discipleship. 

Continued on page 15... 
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DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 


Growing old gracefully 


The Revd Canon David Winter 
on the process of getting older 
as the country celebrates the 
90th birthday of our longest 
serving monarch. 

T his Summer - and June will 
underline it - seems to be the 
time when age truly became 
news. With a monarch who is not 
only 90, but seems to enjoy it, as does her 
94-year-old husband, the nonagenarians 
- and there are at least a million of them - 
are conspicuously present. 

We’ve always been obsessed by age. Every 
newspaper report of a person’s doings, 
good or bad, is tagged with the inevitable 
reference to their age. John Lewis, 28, 
of Oxford, was fined £50 for cycling the 
wrong way down a one-way street’. His age 
is actually irrelevant, but for some reason 
we need to know. When someone’s death 
is announced, the first question is always 
‘How old were they?’ 

We’re not the first to do it of course, 
not by thousands of years. Think of those 
‘mighty men of old’ in Genesis, with their 
staggering longevity. The Bible solemnly 
records each one - Adam (130), Seth (912), 
Javed (962), and Methuselah just pipping 
him at 969. If backache is bad at 86 (and it 
is!), can you imagine what it would be like 
at 969? 

“...old age is not 
necessarily a handicap 
but simply the final stage 
of life for those who 
survive all the others...” 


Women get off lightly, or perhaps they 
weren’t deemed important enough. Sarah 
is the only woman in the Old Testament 
to have her age recorded (127). Abraham 
lived to be 175, in this fascinating honours 
list of the great and good of ancient times. 
Moses almost matched Sarah at 120 years, 
‘with his sight unimpaired and his vigour 
unabated’ (Deuteronomy 34:7). Lucky 
man! 

Later in the Bible the recorded ages 
sound rather more credible. The Psalmist 
says that the human span is seventy 
years, though probably at that time few 
achieved it. Anna, the prophetess who 
greeted the baby Jesus in the Temple, was 
‘of a great age’, Luke tells us. That was 
84, by modern standards a good age but 
probably not ‘great’. This summer has 
reminded us that people are living longer. 
Not all of them, sadly, but our Queen and 
her Consort could be matched for age in 
many of our family circles and most church 



The Queen gave out Maundy money to thank unsung heroes aged over 70 for their hard work serving churches in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire, at Christ Church Cathedral in 201 3. Photo by KT Bruce. 


congregations. 

The remarkable thing about Her Majesty, 
especially, is her alertness and mental 
vigour. Most of us will know many people 
of her age who are similarly blessed. 

They are a reminder that old age is not 
necessarily a handicap, but simply the final 
stage of life for those who survive all the 
others - infancy, adolescence, adulthood, 
parenting, retirement and so on. All you 
have to do to be old - and I speak from 
experience - is not die. Old age is not, in 
itself, a problem, but like each of those 
stages of life it has a down-side as well as 
an upside. 

“The Church is God's 
family. It meets in his 

‘house'.” 

It’s perfectly obvious that our churches 
include in their membership and 
leadership many older people. This is 
commonly seen as a bit of a problem - 
and indeed it would be if their presence 
was discouraging younger people and 
families from joining. However, many of 
our parishes, not only rural ones, would be 
unable to function as effective centres of 
worship and mission if all the older people 
were to disappear overnight. 

The Church is God’s family. It meets 


in his ‘house’. And like all good families 
it should embrace everyone, from babe 
in arms to the confused elderly. Does 
your church have a creche on Sundays? 
Activities for children? A youth group? 
Adult home groups? Mothers’ Union? 
And does it also have a sensitive pastoral 
ministry for those who have travelled 
far and are now in the departure lounge, 


awaiting that final exciting journey to the 
New Jerusalem? We old uns’ are called to 
grow old ‘gracefully’. The time comes for all 
of us when we need a little help from our 
friends in achieving it. 

The Revd Canon David Winter is a 
former Diocesan Evangelism Advisor, 
and has worked in Religious Affairs at 
the BBC. 


David’s 44th book, Heaven’s Morning, is set to be published in July by BRF. It 
follows 2013’s At the End of the Day, Enjoying Life in the Departure Lounge. 
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David Winter 
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June prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt these prayers 1 


Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

‘The gifts he gave were that some 
would be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ/ Ephesians 4:11-12 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

WEDNESDAY 1 St John the 
Evangelist, Reading: Vincent 
Gardner, Hamish Bruce, Richard 
Croft, Jeremy Thake and Don Mason. 
For our new curate, Gary Collins, 
joining us in July. For the successful 
launch of the Royal County of 
Berkshire Schools Trust. For the St 
Johns Cafe Caribbean Festival. St 
John’s School. 

THURSDAY 2 St Matthew, 
Reading: Pads Dolphin, Carol 
Morgan and Andrew McNeill. For the 
four Queen’s Birthday outreach street 
parties in Southcote on 12 June 
being run by St Matthew’s, Southcote 
Mission and Grange URC together; 
pray for good relationship building 
with neighbours. For the Dragon 
Boat Teams (outreach event) racing 
on the Thames at Pangbourne on 11 
June; for opportunities to strengthen 
the links with people on the fringe 
of church, and encourage them to 
investigate the Christian faith. 

FRIDAY 3 Schorne David Meakin, 
Mary Cruddas, Jim Gorringe and 
Janet Bayly. For the work of the 
Schorne Team Council as they 
seek ways in which the parishes of 
the Team may work more closely 
together. For the new House for Duty 
Team Vicar as he/she prepares to 
take up the appointment. Weedon 
School Chapel, North Marston 
School, Quainton School, Waddesdon 
Academy and Westcott School. 

SATURDAY 4 Winslow with Great 
Horwood and Addington: Andrew 
Lightbown. For the St Laurence Week 
which runs from 5-12 June. The week 
begins with the Patronal Festival in 
Winslow on the 5th and finishes with 
a Eucharist on the 12th celebrating 
the Queen’s 90th birthday. During 
the week there will be a series of talks 
and concerts in St Laurence and on 


Thursday 9th we will be keeping the 
canonical hours. Winslow School and 
Great Horwood School. 

MONDAY 6 The Claydons and 
Swan: David Hiscock, Wendy Callan, 
Angela Mann and Dianne Phillips. For 
the completion of our Christian Aid 
Community Project by the end of this 
year, providing help to people greatly 
in need in Burkina Faso. For the new 
Pastoral Care Visiting Team and the 
people they serve. Marsh Gibbon 
School, Twyford School. 

TUESDAY 7 Deanery of Reading: 

Stephen Pullin, Peter Jeal, Joan 
Walker, Mark Burton, Mark 
Laynesmith, Jacqueline Meachen, 
Roger Williams, Anna Knaggs and 
Ken Dyson. For wisdom for Synod 
as it finalises its 2017-2021 Mission 
Action Plan. For the Area Deans’ 
team (Revd Graeme Fancourt, Revd 
Stephen Pullin, Revd Neil Warwick) 
and the Lay Chair (Peter Jeal) as they 
lead the process of change. 

WEDNESDAY 8 St Andrew, 
Caversham: Nigel Jones. For our 
work with children and young 
families, especially Messy Church. For 
our charity of the year, Launchpad, 
working with the homeless of 
Reading. 

THURSDAY 9 Caversham, 
Thameside and Mapledurham: 

Mike Smith, Penny Cuthbert, Rachel 
Ross Smith and Philip Blackburn. For 
the Revd Penny Cuthbert, who was 
licensed to the parish as Transition 
Minister for St John’s, Caversham on 
6 June. For our parish as we continue 
to engage with Partnership for 
Missional Church and discover God’s 
preferred and promised future for us. 

FRIDAY 10 St Nicolas, Earley: Neil 
Warwick, Libby Newman and Emma 
Major. For our Summer Fun Day on 
16 July, that it would be a great day 
for St Nicolas and our community. For 
the progression of exciting plans to 
enhance our buildings and grounds to 
be a hub for our community. 

For the Licensed Lay Ministers’ 
Annual Conference this weekend. 

SATURDAY 11 St Peter, Earley : 

Philip Hobday and Hannah Hobday. 
For the deepening of our Christian 
faith through study and prayer 
together. For our church school, St 


Peter’s, and building on the links 
between church and school; also for 
the other two schools in our parish. 

MONDAY 13 Trinity, Earley 
(Local Ecumenical Partnership): 

Jonathan Salmon. For our new 
initiatives, 'Who Let the Dads Out?’, 
the Community Chaplaincy in Asda 
and the new Community Allotment. 
For guidance on how we organise and 
enable our Ministry and Mission for 
the near to mid-term future. 

TUESDAY 14 St Barnabas, Emmer 
Green with Caversham Park: Derek 
Chandler and Elizabeth Gash. For 
the Growing Leaders programme and 
the Partnership for Missional Church 
programme at St Barnabas. For the 
newly established church office in 
the community centre and for the 
Partnership for Missional Church 
programme at Caversham Park 
Church. 

WEDNESDAY 15 Loddon Reach: 

Paul Willis, Chris Leslie, Cath Spence 
and Michael Dexter-Elisha. For the 
successful appointment of a new 
Team Vicar to the Benefice of Loddon 
Reach to bring our ministry team up 
to full strength. For the sustainability 
and resourcing of existing childrens’ 
work and new initiatives as they 
develop. For outreach to the housing 
developments springing up around 
the benefice and our welcome 
to newcomers as the population 
increases. Grazeley School and St 
Mary’s School, Shinfield. 

THURSDAY 16 Christ Church, 
Reading: Peter Day. For the ongoing 
projects at Christ Church and for the 
new members of the PCC. New Christ 
Church School. 

FRIDAY 17 Greyfriars, Reading 
(with New Hope Community 
Church): David Walker, Joy Atkins, 
Dan Bright, Philip Giddings, Christine 
Ledger, John Ledger, Dennis Parker, 
Fiona Pollard and Heather Lewis. For 
wisdom and discernment as we seek 
God’s vision for the church going 
forwards. For our new curate as she 
prepares to come to Greyfriars in July. 

SATURDAY 18 Holy Trinity, 
Reading: Bob Simmonds. Pray that 
we might be a prayerful presence in 
the midst of the development around 
the church. That we might continue 
to be a place of prayer and stillness 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 






For your own needs. 



for those who seek a church that is 
accessible to all in our multicultural 
environment. 

For the Diocesan Synod today. 

MONDAY 20 Refugee Week begins. 

St Agnes, Reading with St Paul 
and St Barnabas: Vernon Orr, Leon 
Collyer and Penny Cuthbert. 

TUESDAY 21 St Giles, Reading: 

David Harris and Sam McNally- 
Cross. For many in our parish who 
come from abroad and are struggling 
with finding employment. Also for 
our continued witness daily offering 
times of prayer in the church. Finally, 
for our many new families, that they 
might find, at St Giles, a place to be 
rooted and grounded in Christ. 

WEDNESDAY 22 Woughton: 

Paul Norris, Heather Pollard, Mike 
Davidge and Tony Stanyer. We are 
currently looking for a new Rector; 
please pray for the right person for 
this important role. The parish faces 
some financial challenges in the next 
few years; we pray for the right way 
forward. 

For the Priests’ Retreat beginning 
today. 

THURSDAY 23 St Mary the Virgin, 
Reading: Stephen Pullin and Sarah 
Pullin. For the mission at Reading 
Minster of St Mary the Virgin, 
particularly: midnight opening at 
the weekend to reach out to people 
participating in the night-time 
economy; a new project to open the 
church four nights a week to feed 
people who are homeless. 

FRIDAY 24 St John the Baptist St 

Laurence, Reading: Chris Russell 
and David Pickersgill. 

Bishop Colin confirming at Christ 
Church Cathedral School. 

SATURDAY 25 St Luke with St 
Bartholomew, Reading: Graeme 
Fancourt, Richard Christopher and 
Christine Blackman. Pray that the 
new parish structures will encourage 
greater participation in God’s 
mission, and for the development of 
our ministry with young families. 

For the Priests’ Ordinations today. 

MONDAY 27 St Mark and All 
Saints, Reading: Diana Matthews 


and Sylvia Cummins. 

For the priests 
helping us while we 
are without a vicar. 

For guidance as we 
draw up our parish 
profile and that God 
will provide the right 
person for us here to 
grow the many green 
shoots of mission 
planted across the 
parish over the past 
years. All Saints 
School and St Mary 
and All Saints School. 

TUESDAY 28 Deanery of Claydon: 

David Meakin, Andrew Lightbown, 
Ron Aspinall, Lorna Piper and Ben 
Whitaker. Pray that we might find a 
person prepared to take on the role 
of Lay Chair. For the preparations 
being made for the part that we play 
in providing hospitality at the Bucks 
County Show. 

WEDNESDAY 29 Saints Peter and 
Paul St Catherine, Tilehurst and St 
Birinus, Calcot: Denis Smith, Tony 


Bartlett and Michael Heather. For the 
newly opened St Catherine’s Cafe as 
it seeks to serve the community. For 
the parish as it explores its vision for 
the future. For the Deacons’ Retreat 
this week. 

THURSDAY 30 St George and 
St Mary Magdalen, Tilehurst: 

Adam Carlill and June Hardcastle. 

For a successful conclusion to the 
planning application for a new hall at 
St George’s. For the development of 
a new service for the very young at St 
Mary Magdalen’s. 


Comings and Goings 

The Revd Stephen Bellamy will take 
up post as Vicar of Great Faringdon with 
Little Coxwell; the Revd Hath Cookson 

is to support the team at Christ Church 
Abingdon; the Revd Michael Lakey 

is to be House-for-Duty Curate in the 
Dorchester Team; the Revd Mark 
Newman is given Permission to Officiate 
in the Dorchester Archdeaconry; the 
Revd Geoff Morgan is to take up post 
as Chaplain of the Banbury Horton 
hospital with Permission to Officiate 
in the Dorchester Archdeaconry; the 
Revd Canon Brian Mountford leaves 
his post as Vicar of St Mary the Virgin 
with St Cross, Oxford; the Revd Robert 
Jennings retires from his post as vicar of 
the Benefice of Lane End with Cadmore 
End and as Associate Area Dean of the 
Wycombe Deanery and is given Permission 
to Officiate in the Aylesbury Deanery; the 
Revd Susan Bridge is given permission 


to officiate in the Oxford Archdeaconry; 
the Revd Sarah Northall leaves her post 
as a Curate in the Iffley Benefice to become 
Priest in Charge of St Peter, Pedmore and 
St Andrew, Wollescote in the Worcester 
Diocese; the Revd Gill Lovell leaves her 
post as Rector of Burghfield in Berkshire 
to become the Parish Development 
Adviser for Buckinghamshire; the Revd 
Thomas Mordecai is to take up the post 
of Associate Minister in the Winkfield and 
Cranbourne Benefice; the Revd Rachel 
Lewis leaves her post as Rector in the 
Walbury Beacon Benefice in Newbury 
to become a Chaplain to the Cardiff 
and Vale University Health Trust; the 
Revd Penelope Cuthbert leaves her 
post as a curate at St Agnes with St Paul 
and St Barnabas in Reading, to become 
an Associate Minister at St John’s, 
Caversham, Thameside and Mapledurham; 
the Revd Stephen Southgate will take 
up post as the Rector of the Hambleden 
Valley Group of Churches. 


LIVING 



SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 


Prayer on Sundays 

SUNDAY 5 For the Diocesan Mediation Team 

SUNDAY 12 Bishop Colin confirming at Bampton, Bishop 
David Jennings confirming at St Edward’s School, Bishop Alan 
confirming at Wendover. 


SUNDAY 19 For the Diocesan Secretary, Rosemary Pearce. 

SUNDAY 26 Bishop Alan confirming at Milton Keynes. 
Priests’ Ordinations. 


Advertising 



Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 



Based on a 300 
acre dairy farm in 
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 


If you, or someone 
you know would like 
more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim 
Tel: 01 837 851240 

Fax: 01 837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 


www.gilead.org.uk 
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“Poor countries like the Philippines 
are the least responsible for climate 
change. Why should we suffer for 
the transgressions of rich countries?” 

The Revd Rex RB Reyes Jr, General Secretary, 

National Council of Churches in the Philippines 


We are campaigning with the world church for 
climate justice. Read more and find resources at: 

www.weareUs.org. uk/climate 
020 7921 2200 
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Us The new name for USPG 

Registered charity number 234518 


Us. 


every person 
every community 
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House Oxford. 
The deadline for the next issue is Friday 3 June 


WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE 

Aldworth: Afternoon teas at St. 
Mary’s Church from 2. 30-4. 30pm 
every Wednesday until 31 August, 
see the Aldworth Giants, ancient 
yew, millennium tapestry and more, 
families and groups welcome. 

THURSDAY 2 JUNE 

Chinnor: ‘Joyful Celebration’ 
flower festival, until Sunday 5 June, 
10.30am-5.30pm (11.30am-6pm 
Sunday), marquee, cream teas, light 
lunches, produce table. St Andrew’s 
church. 

SUNDAY 5 JUNE 

Penn Street: Cream Teas at Holy 
Trinity Church, 3-5pm, every Sunday 
until 25 September. 

East Hagbourne: Teas will be 
served in the Church from 2.30-5pm, 
with money raised going to St Anne’s 
Hospital, Liuli, Tanzania. 

TUESDAY 7 JUNE 

Benson: Dr Marcus Braybrooke, 
President of the World Congress of 
Faiths, will give the 11th Janaway 
Lecture, Working Together for the 
Common Good, 7.30pm, St Helen’s 
Church. Tickets £7 available from 
Derry’s Den in Benson. 

SUNDAY 12 JUNE 

East Hagbourne: Teas served in the 
Church from 2.30-5pm. 


Amersham-on-the-Hill: The 

Chiltern Hundreds Bach Choir and 
Chorleywood Chamber Orchestra 
will join the service as part of 
the Church’s 50th Anniversary 
celebrations, 6.30pm, St Michael’s 
and All Angels Church. 

Bicester: Sunday Afternoon 
Concert, ‘Great music on your 
doorstep’, St Edburg’s Church, 
3.45pm, tickets £10 (children £5), 
available on the door. 

FRIDAY 17 JUNE 

Pangbourne: Flower Festival at 
the church, to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the present building 
of the church of St James the Less, 
10am-5pm, refreshments served, 
followed by commemorative book 
launch at 7.30pm: ‘St James Then 
and Now’ with drinks reception. 

SATURDAY 18 JUNE 

Pangbourne: Flower Festival 
10am-5pm, Family Fun — featuring 
teddies zip-wiring from the top of 
the tower, 10am-12pm, St James the 
Less 

SUNDAY 19 JUNE: 

Pangbourne: The Festival Service, 
10am, Flower Festival, 12-5pm, St 
James the Less, Victorian Tea Party 
at The Elephant, 3-5pm. All events 
are in aid of the St James the Less 
Anniversary Accessibility Project. 


THURSDAY 23 JUNE: 

Windsor: Referendum Day 
Lunchtime Concert, highlighting 
the shared tradition yet distinctive 
strands of some UK and continental 
music. St John the Baptist, 1pm, 
free admission, with a retiring 
collection for the church organ 
restoration appeal. 

FRIDAY 24 JUNE 

Little Marlow: Flower Festival 
‘Glorious Anniversaries’, St John 
the Baptist Church. Preview evening 
7-9pm, Music for a Midsummer 
Evening, champagne and canapes. 
Tickets £10 www.4u-team.org or at 
the door. 

SATURDAY 25 JUNE 

Banbury: Flower Festival with a 
twist, to celebrate the church’s 125th 
anniversary and to raise money for 
new chairs. St Leonard’s Church. 
Until 2 July. 

Oxford: Turning of the Pages, a 
bi-monthly service of remembrance 
for the soldiers of Oxfordshire’s two 
regiments who gave their lives in 
war. All are welcome to this short 
service of around 30 minutes, 11am, 
Christ Church Cathedral. 

Little Marlow: Flower Festival 
12-6pm, until Sunday 26 June, St 
John the Baptist Church. Cream 
teas, Stalls: cakes, plants, produce, 
preserves, www.4u-team.org 


Celebrating The Queen's 90th Birthday in the Oxford Diocese 

SUNDAY 12 JUNE 


FRIDAY 10 JUNE 

Bracknell: St Michael’s CE School. A carousel of 
activities linked to each decade of the Queen’s 
reign. Children will design a postcard and post it to 
themselves using a commemorative stamp. Poetry and 
prayers will be part of an assembly before a picnic and a 
barn dance. 

SATURDAY 11 JUNE 

Goring-on-Thames: ‘Happy and Glorious’: a display 
of flowers for Her Majesty’s Official Birthday, paying 
tribute to the Queen as monarch and celebrating her 
special interests and enthusiasms as an individual, 
10am-4pm, St Thomas of Canterbury Church. 

Cowley: An evening of music with the Oxford Welsh 
Male Voice Choir in celebration of the Queen’s 90th 
birthday, 7.30pm, St James’ Church, tickets £10 from 
Margaret Weller (01865 775150). 


Twyford: The Queen’s 90th birthday celebration at 
St. Mary’s church from 1pm, Uncle Charley the Clown, 
Salvation Army Band, High Voltage Singers, Reading 
Accordion Group, afternoon tea, BBQ, Pimms, local 
beer bar, soft drinks, a big screen link up with the 
Patron’s Lunch in The Mall, plus a well-known celebrity 
to cut the cake. Tickets: £3 adult, £1 children from 
office@thru-christ.org.uk or 0118 9340642 
Windsor: The Team Ministry and RSCM Berkshire are 
holding a Festal Evensong for the 90th birthday of HM 
The Queen, 4pm (choir rehearsal at 2pm), music will 
include ‘Zadok the Priest’. St John the Baptist Church 
followed by afternoon tea at 5pm. 

Flackwell Heath: two celebration Sunday services at 
9am and 10.30am with the theme ‘The Servant Queen 
and the King She Serves’, Christ Church Flackwell 
Heath. 


Courses and Special Events 

Learning for Discipleship and Ministry: Taking 
Home Communion (11 June, St Michael’s & All Angels, 
Aston Clinton 10am- 12.30pm, £10), Communion by 
Extension (18 June, St Thomas’ Church, Colnbrook, 
10am-3pm, £20) www.ldm.eventbrite.co.uk 

Safeguarding Training: All parochial clergy are 
required to attend safeguarding training every three 
years. Next course: 16 June, Church House Oxford, 
Langford Locks, Kidlington OX5 IGF. To book a place go 
to www.oxford.anglican.org/ clergy-safeguarding-training 
and follow the link to the Eventbrite page. 


Family Prayer Trail, Christ Church Cathedral 

An interactive prayer trail for children and families, 
during half term, based upon the theme of 
Pentecost, designed to help families reflect on 
spiritual themes as they visit the cathedral. Look out 
for Explorer Backpacks for younger visitors. 


Supporting You, Serving Schools: Training days for 
incumbents and a member of their parish to consider 
how they might best engage with their local school. 

In order to develop effective relationships between 
church and school, topics covered will include: in the 
current context of education the challenges and 
opportunities, building a productive relationship 
with the Head Teacher, collective worship and 
assemblies, finding and developing church 
appointed governors (12 July: Windmill Farm 
Conference Centre, Clanfield, 5 October: Christ Church 
Flackwell Heath). 

Curriculum Update for Governors: 16 June, 7-9pm, 
Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington 0X5 
IGF. 

Good to Outstanding Governance: 21 June, St John 
& St Stephen Church, Orts Road, Reading, 6.45-9. 15pm. 
Email:training@oxford.anglican.org 






